
Building a More Connected City, 2
Read how Kalamazoo is becoming more 
connected for all residents

Preparing for Winter, 3
Make sure you’re ready for winter before 
the snow starts to fall

Seasonal Programs, 4-5
Find information on leaf collection, brush 
pick up, hydrant flushing and more.

Recycling, 6-7
Learn about Kalamazoo’s curbside 
recycling program and how to participate.

Bulk Trash, 8
Find information on quarterly bulk trash 
pickup for Kalamazoo residents.

Hazardous Waste, 9
Learn how to dispose of hazardous 
materials like chemicals, cleaners or 
medications. 

Code Enforcement, 10
Be a good neighbor and help keep our city 
clean and inviting. 

Community Sustainability Plan, 11
Learn about Kalamazoo’s sustainability 
plan that was approved this summer.

THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO’S GUIDE TO WASTE, RECYCLING & PUBLIC SERVICES
VIEW FROM THE CURB

FALL/WINTER 2022

Is there anything we can help with? Call 311 or (269) 337-8000 for help with city services



With every project, Kalamazoo 
is becoming a safer, more 
connected, and more vibrant city. 
Not just for cars, but for people.

For decades, street design 
focused on moving cars and 
trucks through Kalamazoo as 
quickly as possible. This thinking 
left Kalamazoo with many miles 
of “incomplete” streets, dividing 
neighborhoods and often lacking 
accessible or safe places to walk 
or bike. But when the Imagine 
Kalamazoo Master Plan was 
adopted in 2017, we reimagined 
streets as places to socialize, 
shop, and connect. We imagined 
streets that are accessible for 
everyone, whether you drive, 
walk, bike, or roll. 

Since then, there’s been a major 
shift in Kalamazoo’s approach. 
The Complete Streets Policy and 
Street Design Manual that now 
guide work on city streets are a 
commitment to building streets 
for people of all ages, abilities, 
and types of transportation. They 
are also a commitment to bring 
community members to the table 
during planning. 

The Complete Streets Policy 
was adopted in 2019 and just a 

few years later you don’t have 
to look far to see its impact. 
Recent projects on Oakland Dr, 
Cork St, and Portage St have 
all been much more than just 
new roadways. They added 
things like new or repaired 
sidewalks, improved bus stops, 
ADA compliant features, traffic 
calming, better crosswalks, wider 
bike lanes, and more lighting. 

Similar projects are happening 
on Parkview Ave and Stadium 
Dr right now, building on work 
from previous years. The mixed-
use path being installed along 
Stadium Drive connects with the 
path added on Howard Street last 
year. Sidewalk added on Barnard 
St last year will connect the 
Oakwood and Oakland/Winchell 
neighborhoods this year with a 
pedestrian island at Parkview Ave. 
As the complete streets approach 
is applied to more and more 
projects, connections like these 
will really start to transform our 
transportation network. 

We don’t have to wait for a 
street to be rebuilt either. 
Traffic calming projects have 
successfully slowed traffic in 
Kalamazoo neighborhoods, 
including on Westnedge 

Ave and Park St in the Northside 
neighborhood. Crosswalks and 
signage have been improved 
at key intersections too, and 
the Foundation for Excellence 
continues to invest $1 million in 
sidewalks every year focusing 
near schools and neighborhood 
amenities. In 2022 alone, 75 
intersections will see safety 
improvements like audible 
pedestrian signals or signal 
backplates, and bike lanes will 
be added to nearly 11 miles of 
streets (also narrowing vehicle 
lanes and encouraging slower 
speeds). 

Preliminary results show traffic 
has slowed on Westnedge and 
Park by about 5 miles per hour as 
a result of traffic calming. 

More speed humps will be added 
in the Northside neighborhood 
too, and in Oakland/Winchell a 
new pilot project will start soon 
to calm traffic with mini traffic 
circles and curb extensions. 
Further south on Westnedge 
and Park, pop-up bike lanes are 
being installed from Michigan 
Ave to Maple St, connecting the 
Northside, Vine, Downtown, and 
Southside neighborhoods. A bike 
wave was installed along Lovell 
St too, to pilot a separated cycle 
track between the Kalamazoo Mall 

BUILDING A MORE 
CONNECTED CITY

Kids play on the West Main Hill Play Street
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GET READY FOR WINTER
Take a few steps to keep people 
safe and city services running 
smoothly this winter!

Keep Your Sidewalks Clear
Snow and ice on sidewalks can 
be dangerous, especially for 
seniors and people with physical 
disabilities. Shovel your sidewalks 
and help keep people connected. 
It’s the courteous thing to do and 
it’s required by city ordinance.

Property owners are required by 
ordinance to clear ice and snow 
from sidewalks adjacent to their 
property within 48 hours.

Check Your Mail Box 
Shake your mailbox to make 
sure it is solid and will stand 
up to snow during plowing. 
If it wobbles from your hand 
it will not hold up to winter 
maintenance. Making any repairs 
now will prevent future hassles or 
disruptions with mail delivery.

Snow Plowing 
Clear roads help drivers get 
around, but they’re also critical 
for emergency response, 

essential services, and public 
transportation. We prioritize 
plowing major streets before 
lower traffic neighborhood 
streets, dead-ends, alleys, and 
cul-de-sacs. Our goal is to have 
major streets cleared within 24 
hours and all other streets within 
48 hours, but this can vary. Call 
311 or visit kalamazoocity.org/
report to report missed streets 
after these windows.

Winter Parking
It’s important to follow parking 
rules so plows can clear the full 
width of the road. Plus, your car 
won’t get buried in snow and you 
won’t get a ticket!

Protect Your Pipes
Freezing pipes can be expensive 
to repair and cause flooding or 
other damage to your home. 
The City will issue an advisory 
when temperatures increase the 
risk, but every home is different. 
Older homes or homes with less 
insulation in the basement are 
generally at greater risk. During 
extreme cold, you can protect 
your pipes by running a pencil 
lead size stream of water from a 
faucet in your home. 

and Pearl St. A group of staff is 
also exploring how to keep more 
of the non-motorized network 
clear during the winter.

Some projects reevaluate 
the purpose of a street all 
together. In the West Main Hill 
neighborhood, a play street 
was installed this summer, 
transforming two streets into a 
safe place for kids and families 
to play and walk. Many of these 
projects are semi-permanent. 
They can be evaluated before 
they’re incorporated into more 
permanent construction work. 

All this is happening as 
planning is underway to return 
Kalamazoo Ave to a two-way 
street. This will be the first of 
several transformative projects 
that will bring the complete 
street philosophy to Downtown 
Kalamazoo (construction 
expected in 2024 & 2025). 
Studies have shown that 
improving the downtown network 
could help bring as much as $20 
million more in retail sales and 
more than 50,000 additional 
square feet of retail space.  

This work is all driven by the 
vision of Imagine Kalamazoo 
and resident’s vision for their 
neighborhoods. Creating a city 
that is safer and more connected 
for people doesn’t just make 
it easier to get around. It’s a 
foundation to realize the rest of 
our community’s goals. It makes 
Kalamazoo more active, more 
sustainable, and more inviting! 

View the Imagine Kalamazoo 
Plan, Complete Streets Policy, 
and more project information at 
www.imaginekalamazoo.com.

Don’t Get Snowed In! 
Shovel the area just before your driveway 
to keep it clear when plows pass

3



LEAF COLLECTION 
STARTS MONDAY, OCTOBER  31
The City of Kalamazoo’s leaf 
collection program will begin 
Monday, October 31 and 
continue through December. 
Each household will have two 
scheduled pickups, one near the 
beginning of the program and one 
near the end. 

Any volume of leaves, sticks 
smaller than 4’ long and 2” in 
diameter, grass clippings, and 
organic debris will be collected

Place leaves out for collection by 7 
a.m. on the Monday designated for 
your area. 

Leaves can be piled in the curb 
lawn area or at the street

Leaves don’t need to be bagged 
or boxed (but use biodegradable 
containers if you do)

Wait until your area is finished 
before reporting a missed pickup

Don’t place leaves near mailboxes, 
utility poles, landscaped areas, or 
near/covering storm sewer drains. 

Don’t block streets, sidewalks, or 
bike lanes

Leaf collection is dependent on 
the weather, and the schedule 
may vary depending on snow or 
when leaves fall. The program is 
scheduled to best balance these 
factors, but in seasons with early 
snowfall it is not always possible 
to complete the second pickup 

in all areas. If this happens, 
residents can store leaves to be 
collected in the April Spring Clean 
Up. Leaves can also be taken to 
private drop off sites (which may 
charge a fee). 

Missed Collections
If your collection was missed, 
please call 311 to report it. You 
can also report missed collections 
at kalamazoocity.org/report 
or using the Recycle Coach app. 
Please don’t report misses until 
the crews have finished your 
area. This helps keep collection 
running smoothly.
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Help keep everyone connected- 
don’t block sidewalks, bike lanes, 
or streets when putting out leaves.

Area 1st Pickup 
Starts

2nd Pickup 
Starts

1, 2, 9 October 31 November 21
3, 4, 7 November 7 November 28
5, 6, 8 November 14 December 5

Scan the QR code 
with your phone to 
check leaf collection 
progress online! 
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HYDRANT FLUSHING 
STARTS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
Our water naturally has high 
mineral content because it comes 
from underground. Over time, 
these minerals accumulate in 
pipes and narrow the path that 
water can flow through. We flush 
the system twice each year to 
force these deposits out of the 
system. We also make sure all 
components are working during 
the flushing program.

Your water may temporarily 
appear cloudy right after flushing 
as the sediments are stirred up, 
but this isn’t harmful. 

If you have scheduled 
construction during hydrant 
flushing or have any questions 
related to the program, please 
call 311 or (269) 337-8000.

Flushing does not affect the 
safety of the water system.

Most flushing will take place at 
night between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
If necessary, daytime flushing 
will occur between 7 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m.

Water may appear cloudy or 
discolored immediately after 
flushing. If this occurs, run cold 
water in a tub or utility sink until 
it becomes clear 

Avoid doing laundry immediately 
after flushing as some fabrics 
could become discolored

Brush collection  
ends in October
Monthly brush collection ends 
for the season after the October 
collection. Brush collection 
occurs May through October 
on the same day of the month 
scheduled for bulk trash (see 
page 8). The same time frames 
and guidelines also apply. 

Program details are available at 
kalamazoocity.org/brush.

Holiday tree 
drop-off 
You can drop off real holiday 
trees at the parking lot at 322 
Stockbridge Avenue after the 
holidays through January 31. 
Make sure you remove all of the 
decorations!

Hydrant Flushing Schedule
A map of the full water system will be available 
at kalamazoocity.org before flushing begins.

5



CURBSIDE RECYCLING
The City of Kalamazoo offers 
curbside residential recycling 
to all residents in the city. The 
single-stream program provides 
each household a 96-gallon 
recycling cart for bi-weekly 
collection. This program is funded 
by the solid waste millage and 
there is no additional cost to 
residents who participate. 

Call 311, use the Recycle Coach app, 
or visit kalamazoocity.org/recycle  
to have a cart delivered

All recyclables go into the same 
96-gallon cart

Recycling is collected every other 
week. Use the map and calendar 
on the inside flap to find your 
collection day (or use Recycle 
Coach or kalamazoocity.org)

Place your cart at the street the 
night before your collection day 
and bring it back by 11 p.m. the day 
of your pickup

Alway make sure your recyclables 
are EMPTY, CLEAN, and DRY

Never put garbage, liquid, or any 
non-recyclable material in your cart 

Check Recycle Coach if you’re not 
sure if something can be recycled

Report missed collections within 
two days 

There’s no additional cost for 
curbside recycling

Missed Collections 
If your collection was missed, 
please call 311 to report it within 
48 hours. You can also report 
missed collections using the 
Recycle Coach app or online at 
kalamazoocity.org/report. 

Recycle Coach 
The Recycle Coach app for mobile 
devices is a great resource for 
Kalamazoo recyclers. It’s a free 
app that reminds you on your 
collection days, shares public 
service announcements, and can 
confirm what can be recycled. 
Just search for Recycle Coach in 
your device’s app store. 

Multi-Unit Properties  
A variety of container sizes and 
collection schedules are available 
for properties with more than 

five units. Multi-unit recycling 
collects the same materials as 
the curbside program and offers 
24-hour access to residents. If 
you’re not already recycling, have 
your property manager call 311 
or (269) 337-8000 to start!

Recycling Drop Off
You can also drop-off the same 
recyclable materials directly to 
Republic Services. Call 311 or 
(269) 337-8000 if you have any 
questions.

Republic Services 
3432 Gembrit Circle
Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 
8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
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Recycling Schedule
See corresponding calendar on 
inside flap for A and B weeks

6



RECYCLE EPS FOAM 
& ELECTRONICS

You can keep recycling EPS foam 
and unwanted electronic items 
at Mayors’ Riverfront Park once 
every quarter. Collections will be 
held on the following days:

Mayors’ Riverfront Park 
251 Mills Street
Saturday, October 22 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Saturday, December 31 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

EPS foam & electronics recycling 
is entirely free, other than the 
*starred items which have a $10 
processing fee. When dropping 
off items make sure to thank 
the volunteers who donate their 
time to keep these items out of 
landfills! Electronics recycling is 
available thanks to a partnership 
with Schupan Asset Management.

Accepted Items:
EPS foam labeled with the 6 
symbol
Clean food containers
EPS foam should break if you try 
to bend it
Computers, laptops, servers, 
printers, scanners, modems, 
routers, cable boxes, etc.
Mobile devices & tablets
Most consumer electronics
CRT monitors/TVs & LCD 
monitors/TVs*

Not Accepted:
Foam insulation
Straws or lids
Packing peanuts
Smoke detectors
Items with liquid or freon
Glass, rubber, or paper

What’s accepted 
curbside?
Any plastics labeled # 1-7
Tin, steel, and aluminum cans
Clean aluminum foil
Drink bottles (pop, water, etc.)
Food and household bottles and 
jars (ketchup, shampoo, etc.)
Tubs and lids (butter, yogurt, etc.)
Magazines, newspapers, and 
envelopes (no plastic windows)
Wrapping paper (no glitter or foil)
Paper (staples or clips are OK)
Non-refrigerated paperboard or 
boxboard (tissue/cereal boxes, 
etc.)
Glass food jars (pasta sauce, etc.)

What’s not?
Anything with food residue or 
containers with liquid
Wire hangers
Scrap metal, screws, or nails
Needles or syringes
Plastic grocery bags
Refrigerated or wax-coated 
paperboard (drink cartons, 
frozen food boxes, etc.)
Used paper towel, tissues, & 
napkins
Cash register receipts
Glass for cooking (like Pyrex)
Light bulbs
Small broken pieces of glass
Styrofoam or EPS foam

City staff support the EPS & Electronics 
Recycling program, but it wouldn’t 
be possible without an amazing team 
of volunteers. Thank you for keeping 
these items out of landfills! 
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QUARTERLY BULK  
TRASH COLLECTION
City residents can take advantage 
of four free pick-ups for bulky 
trash items that are too large 
be collected with your regular 
household trash. Bulk trash 
pick-ups occur in March, June, 
September, and December.

Missed Collections
If your collection was missed, 
please call 311 to report it within 
48 hours. You can also report 
missed collections using the 
Recycle Coach app or online at 
kalamazoocity.org/report.

Consider Donating
If you have gently used items 
that could be reused, consider 
donating instead of setting them 
out for bulk trash.

The City collects bulk trash 
items curbside in March, June, 
September, and December

This collection is for items 
that are too large for regular 
household trash

Place items at the curb the day 
before your collection (by 6 a.m. 
on your collection day)

Report missed collections or  
remove uncollected material 
from the curb within two days 

Items in black garbage bags, 
closed boxes, or other opaque 
containers are NOT accepted

What’s accepted?
Mattresses, old unusable furniture, 
large household items
Items in open boxes or clear bags 
where contents can be easily 
identified
Up to 7.5 cubic yards of material 
per collection

What’s not?
Items in black or opaque garbage 
bags or containers 
Loose piles of junk
Material that exceeds 7.5  
cubic yards
Household trash
Yard waste or organic material
Tires or large auto parts
Rocks, sand, glass, concrete, or 
construction/renovation materials
Paint cans or containers of liquid

No black 
garbage bags?
We don’t accept black garbage 
bags (or any containers that 
you can’t see into or through) 
as bulk trash. This is for the 
safety of the people that 
collect it. Plus, if items fit into 
a standard garbage 
bag, they’re not bulk 
trash anyway. If 
items must be 
boxed, or bagged, 
make sure the 
contents are 
clearly visible.
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Bulk Trash, Brush, & Spring 
Clean-Up Schedule
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What should I do 
with paint?
Cans of paint are not accepted 
by the bulk trash program. Oil-
based paints, stains, varnishes  
paint thinner, mineral spirits, 
and turpentine can be taken to 
the HHW. Latex paint should 
be dried out using cat litter and 
placed in your regular trash with 
the lid off. 

DISPOSING OF HAZARDOUS ITEMS
Special care is needed when 
disposing of hazardous materials 
like oil, cleaners, or chemicals. 
If not disposed of properly, 
these chemicals can impact our 
groundwater, end up in rivers or 
streams, or affect our community 
health. 

The Kalamazoo County Household 
Hazardous Waste (HHW) Center  
can properly dispose of these 
materials for city of Kalamazoo 
residents for free. The HHW 
Center accepts a wide variety of 
items like adhesives, automotive 
fluids, batteries, oil, light bulbs, 
mercury, cleaners, electronics, 
and an assortment of other 
chemicals. 

The HHW Center is also a site for 
the State Clean Sweep program. 
It accepts any amount of 
pesticide products for free. 

Storm water drains directly 
to waterways like creeks and 
rivers, so never dump hazardous 
material into storm drains.

The HHW Center is located 
next to the Kalamazoo County 
Fairgrounds and Expo Center. 
You can find hours, what is 
accepted, and more information 
at kalcounty.com/hhw or by 
calling (269) 373-5211.

Disposing of Medications
Proper disposal of medication 
helps prevent abuse and 
addiction. Free disposal is 
available at Red Med boxes at 
police stations in Kalamazoo 
County. Find locations and hours 
at redmedboxes.com.

Free bulk trash 
drop off days
In addition to curbside 
service, City residents can 
take advantage of free bulk 
trash drop-off days at Republic 
Services. This service is funded 
by the solid waste millage 
and is only available to city 
residents (proof of residency 
will be required). 

Residents may drop off the 
same materials that are 
accepted through the curbside 
bulk trash program.

Republic Services 
3432 Gembrit Circle
Wednesday, October 12 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, October 15 
8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

HOURS: Tues. & Fri.  8 a.m. - 1 p.m. | Wed. 12 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
2nd Sat.  8 a.m. - 12 p.m. (closed in Aug. & Sept. on Sat.) 
1301 Lamont Ave. - Next to Fairgrounds

CLEAN SWEEP PROGRAM
This program is avaiable to any Michigan homeowner, 
farm, greenhouse, nursery, or golf course owner.

Materials accepted are:  
Old, unwanted, out-of-date, unusable, or banned pesticides 
(DDT, Chlordane, Lindane, older Woodlife Wood Preservative, 2,4,5 -T 
and Lead Arsenate).

Materials not accepted:  
NO straight fertilizer, spreader sticker, paint or other 
chemicals are covered by the Clean Sweep Program, but 
may be recycled for a FEE.

No limit - for large quantities, please call  
for an appointment.

Please contact Household Hazardous Waste for additional details.

Visit: kalcounty.com/hhw 
Call: 373-5211 
Email: hhwcenter@kalcounty.com
For detailed materials accepted and  
FREE recycling participation areas.

bring your unwanted…
HOME & AUTO  
CLEANERS & CHEMICALS 
ELECTRONICS & BATTERIES
FLUORESCENT & LED BULBS

2022 HHW Spring View from the Curb Ad.indd   1 1/17/22   7:36 PM
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Welcome back 
students!
The students that chose to live 
and study in Kalamazoo are a 
huge part of what makes our 
community unique. If you are 
new to Kalamazoo, make sure you 
know local ordinances so you can 
be a good neighbor and have a 
great experience as a member of 
the community! 

On-street parking
City ordinance prohibits on-street 
parking between the hours of 2 
a.m. and 6 a.m. unless specifically 
signed otherwise. If there isn’t a 
sign that says you can, don’t park 
your car on the street overnight! 

Are you renting?
Did you know all rentals in the 
City of Kalamazoo must be 
registered and certified? This 
makes sure they are safe and in 
compliance with all city codes. 
You can check if the property 
where you live is registered at 
kalamazoocity.org/rental. If 
you find it isn’t registered, please 
notify the City by calling 311 or 
(269) 337-8000, or by emailing  
kzoorentalprogram@
kalamazoocity.org.

Keep your sidewalks clear 
of ice and snow
City ordinance requires the 
owner or occupant of a property 
to keep their sidewalks clear of 
ice and snow. Help everyone 
stay connected by keeping your 
sidewalks clear for people. Many 
of your neighbors rely on them to 
travel around safely. 

KEEP OUR NEIGHBORHOODS 
CLEAN AND WELCOMING
Every resident in the city can help 
keep our neighborhoods clean, 
safe, and inviting. By maintaining 
your property and following 
ordinances you help build a sense 
of pride in your neighborhood and 
avoid fines or enforcement. 

Report code violations by calling 
311, 337-8000 or at  
kalamazoocity.org/report.

Curb Lawn Nuisances
Furniture, trash, brush, or other 
unsightly material placed in 
the curb lawn (at the street) 
outside of time frames allowed 
for collection is considered a 
public nuisance. The City may 
take steps to correct this violation 
without notice and bill the 
property owner to recover the 
costs. 

Porch Violations
Open porches or decks may 
not be used as storage areas 
and furniture made for interior 
use may not be used or stored 
outside or on a porch. Properties 
in violation incur a $77 fine and 
may incur additional costs if not 
corrected. 

Tall Grass & Weeds
Weeds and grasses that are taller 
than eight inches and noxious 
weeds of any height (poison ivy, 
poison oak, etc.) are considered 
a public nuisance. Fines start 
at $127 and increase with each 
repeat violation (to discourage 

property owners from relying 
on the city to maintain their 
properties). If the violation is not 
addressed, the City will arrange 
for the property to be mowed at 
the owner’s expense. 

Trash on Private Property
Litter, trash, junk, and debris 
are considered a nuisance and 
may result in a violation and $77 
fine to the property owner. They 
will have ten days to clean their 
property before the City arranges 
for the violation to be addressed 
at the owner’s expense. 

Garbage Containers
Garbage containers must be 
stored no closer to the street 
than the front of the house. The 
lid or cover must be kept closed 
to ensure a tight seal on the 
container. 

Garbage containers may be 
placed for collection starting 
at 8 p.m. the day before the 
scheduled collection. The 
container must be removed from 
the public right-of-way by 11 
p.m. on the collection day. 

Garbage containers placed out 
too early, left out too late, or 
stored improperly may result 
in corrective action, with the 
property owner charged for the 
associated costs. 

You can search the City’s full 
Code of Ordinances online at 
kalamazoocity.org.
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Kalamazoo Energy 
Collaborative
A new program was introduced 
this year to help building owners 
and managers save energy and 
improve efficiency.

The Kalamazoo Energy 
Collaborative (KEC) is a voluntary 
program that provides direct 
support to commercial building 
owners and managers to identify 
and implement energy-saving 
opportunities through energy 
benchmarking, assessments, and 
challenges. Commercial buildings 
over 20,000 square feet in the 
city limits are eligible. 

The program is entirely free 
to sign up and is a great 
way to help our community 
meet its sustainability goals. 
Learn more and sign up at 
kzooenergycollaborative.org.

Protecting Our 
Waterways
The City of Kalamazoo and 
Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College have partnered together 
to resolve stormwater quality 
issues and protect Kalamazoo’s 
waterways through an approved 
National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System permit 
and collaborative Stormwater 
Management Plan. 

More information on protecting 
our waterways and what you 
can do to help can be found at 
protectyourwater.net

Please remember: What gets to 
the Street, gets to the Creek!

KALAMAZOO ADOPTS 
SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
The climate in Kalamazoo is 
changing. Over the past several 
decades, the number of heavy 
rainstorms has increased by 
40%. High heat days (over 90 F) 
are projected to increase from 10 
per year to 20-40 by 2050. 

In 2019 the City Commission 
adopted a resolution declaring a 
climate emergency. It called on 
the City and community partners 
to take bold action to stop the 
harmful impacts of climate 
change. The community needed 
a broad plan to address these 
issues facing Kalamazoo.

The Community Sustainability 
Plan (CSP) grew out of these 
needs. It’s a 10-year guiding 
document focused on the role 
city government and the broader 
community can play to create 
a more sustainable, resilient 
Kalamazoo. The plan is a starting 
point and call to action to bring 

people and partners together on 
sustainability topics. 

After a collaborative process with 
experts, regional stakeholders, 
and community members, the 
City Commission adopted the CSP 
in June.

Kalamazoo has already seen 
some early success. A biodiesel 
pilot program for heavy duty 
vehicles (for which there are no 
electric alternatives) has been 
successful, and a new program 
to benchmark and improve 
energy efficiency of buildings just 
started earlier this year. A group 
of staff is also exploring how to 
keep more of the non-motorized 
network clear during the winter.

You can read the full Community 
Sustainability Plan and learn 
about how it was developed at 
www.kalamazoocity.org/CSP

Improvements are underway at Fred 
McLinden Nature Trails to improve wellhead 
protection, add two new trails, and improve 
navigation with signage and a trail map. Scan 
the QR code to view the online trail map!
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SAVE THIS NEWSLETTER: IMPORTANT WASTE & RECYCLING INFORMATION ENCLOSED!

Great things are happening all 
over the City of Kalamazoo. Stay 
connected by following  
@kalamazoocity on social media 
or visiting kalamazoocity.org. 

Environmental Concerns 
Committee Seeking Members
The Environmental Concerns 
Committee is currently seeking 
new members! The ECC monitors 
environmental trends that affect 
the city and advises the City 
Manager and City Commission on 
environmental matters. 

Visit kalamazoocity.org/ECC to 
apply. Click “Apply to Join a Board 
or Commission” on the right of 
the page (or scroll down if using 
a mobile device). You can also 
apply in person at the City Clerk’s 
Office at City Hall.

Innovation Program Explores 
Winter Sidewalk Clearing
Kalamazoo has been selected 
as one of 13 international cities 
participating in the Bloomberg 
Center for Public Innovation at 
Johns Hopkins University’s 2022 
Innovation Training program, 
which will provide consulting, 
training, and networking to 
address a key issue facing 
its residents. Kalamazoo is 
focused on creating a proactive, 
equity-minded sidewalk snow 
management strategy. 

Live Air Quality Data 
Available for Review
The City of Kalamazoo and 
industry partners have installed 
several air quality monitors near 
areas that are affected by odor. 
Realtime data is now available 

for public review. The sensors 
help objectively measure odor 
causing compounds and help 
evaluate the efforts to reduce 
odors. You can view data online 
at kalamazoocity.org/odor.

Free Lead Filters Available 
to Water Customers
While we work to remove all 
lead from our water system, 
free NSF-certified lead filters are 
available to all water customers. 
You can request a filter and 
learn more about programs to 
protect your family from lead at 
kalamazoocity.org/leadsafe.

FALL / WINTER 2022 

PUBLIC SERVICES NEWS

We Welcome Your Feedback! 
We are always striving to keep our 
community informed and welcome 
your feedback on View from the 
Curb or residential services. Call 311 
or email hello@kalamazoocity.org 
to share your comments.


