
THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO’S GUIDE TO WASTE, RECYCLING & PUBLIC SERVICES
VIEW FROM THE CURB

FALL/WINTER 2021

FORESTRY, 2 
Learn about projects to care for and grow 
Kalamazoo’s urban forest.

WINTER PREPAREDNESS, 3  
Make sure you are ready before winter 
weather arrives.

SEASONAL PROGRAMS, 4 - 5  
Leaf collection, hydrant flushing, and other 
seasonal information.

RECYCLING, 6 - 7  
Curbside recycling is available to all City of 
Kalamazoo residents. 

HAZARDOUS ITEMS, TIRE BLITZ, 8 
Learn how to properly dispose of hazardous 
items for free.

BULK TRASH COLLECTION, 9 
Bulk trash collection occurs in March, June, 
September, and December.

CODE ENFORCEMENT, 10 
Help keep our city and neighborhoods clean 
and inviting for everyone. 

STORMWATER PROTECTION, 11 
Help protect our groundwater, rivers, lakes, 
and streams.

Is there anything we can help with? Call 311 or (269) 337-8000 for help with city services

Fall “Tire Blitz” will accept old 
tires to be recycled at no cost 
to residents (see page 8)
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WINTER PREPAREDNESS
Winter weather will be here 
before we know it. Help keep 
everyone safe and keep city 
services running smoothly 
through the snow and ice. 

Keep Your Sidewalks 
Clear of Snow and Ice 
Many residents rely on sidewalks 
for essential trips (yes, in the 
winter too!). Snow and ice on 
sidewalks can be dangerous 
and makes using them very 
difficult. Do your part to keep 
our city connected by shoveling 
the sidewalks adjacent to 
your property. Not only is this 
a courteous thing to do, it is 
required by city ordinance.

Property owners are required 
by ordinance to clear ice and 
snow from sidewalks adjacent 
to their property within 48 
hours of accumulation, and 
apply sand, salt, or something 
similar within 12 hours.

Snow Removal on Streets 
Many residents rely on clear 
roads for daily commuting, but 
they’re also critical for emergency 
response and delivery of public 
services. When snow falls, our 
team works around the clock 
to clear snow from roads. We 
prioritize the major streets that 
connect essential services first 
before moving into lower traffic 
neighborhood streets, dead-ends, 
alleys, and cul-de-sacs. 

Our goal is to have all major 
streets cleared within 24 hours 
and all other streets within 48 
hours, but this time can vary 

based on each snow event. 
Please do not report a missed 
street until after this window 
has passed. You can report a 
missed street by calling 311 or at 
kalamazoocity.org/report.

Don’t Get Snowed In 
You can help keep your driveway 
clear after snow plows pass 
by shoveling the area before 
your driveway as shown in the 
diagram below. This gives the 
snow from the front of the plow 
a place to go other than the end 
of your driveway, and can save 
you time and frustration. Also, 
please don’t shovel snow into the 
street- shovel it into your yard 
instead. This helps keep everyone 
safe and will prevent snow from 
getting pushed back into your 
driveway.

Winter Parking 
Parking regulations are especially 
important during the winter 
months as crews work to clear 
snow from streets. If you don’t 
follow parking rules, plows can’t 
clear the full width of the road 
and your car may get buried in 
snow. Help our team out as they 
keep the 250 miles of streets 
clear (and you won’t get a ticket!). 

Check Your Mail Box 
Before heavy snowfall, shake 
your mailbox to make sure it is 
solid and will stand up to snow 
during plowing. If it wobbles 
easily from your hand it will not 
hold up to winter maintenance 
in Michigan. Doing any needed 
repairs or replacement ahead of 
time will prevent future hassles 
and help prevent delays or 
disruptions with mail delivery.

Protect Your Pipes 
Your home’s plumbing is not 
immune from the cold winter 
weather. Freezing pipes can 
be expensive to repair and can 
lead to flooding and other home 
damage. 

The City will issue an advisory 
when weather conditions increase 
the risk for freezing pipes, but 
every home is different. Older 
homes or homes with less 
insulation in the basement are 
generally at greater risk. 

During periods of extreme cold, 
you can protect your pipes by 
running a pencil lead size stream 
of water from a faucet in your 
home. This keeps water in the 
pipes moving and helps prevent 
them from freezing.

CARING FOR KALAMAZOO’S  
URBAN FOREST
Just like streets and utilities, 
Kalamazoo’s city trees are a 
critical part of our community’s 
infrastructure. Trees do much 
more than just make our city 
beautiful- a city’s urban tree 
canopy can increase property 
values, reduce peak summer 
temperatures, reduce air and 
noise pollution, provide wildlife 
habitat, and attract businesses 
and residents. 

The City of Kalamazoo has been 
recognized by the Arbor Day 
Foundation as a Tree City USA 
for nearly three decades. With 
support from the Foundation for 
Excellence, Kalamazoo continues 
to grow and care for our urban 
forest to ensure it thrives for 
generations to come. 

In a 2019/2020 Community 
Sustainability Survey, 
respondents noted trees 
as the top natural feature 
they cared about in their 
neighborhoods. 

“In the past, we haven’t had 
the funding to be able to 
take on ambitious projects 
like what we have planned in 

2021,” explained Brian LaBelle, 
Kalamazoo’s Forestry Supervisor. 
“Support from the Foundation for 
Excellence has really put us in a 
place to start imagining where we 
want to go with our city’s urban 
forest.” 

Inventorying Our Trees 
To assess the current state of 
Kalamazoo’s forest and plan for 
its future, a city-wide inventory 
of trees is currently underway. 
Surveyors are counting every 
tree located in the right-of-way 
along each street and recording 
its species, health, age, size, and 
GPS location. The inventory will 
show not only how many city 
trees we have, but also what 
condition they are in and where 
we need to focus maintenance 
and new plantings to grow the 
canopy. 

It will also show the current 
value of the forest and how it has 
changed since the last inventory 
was completed 20 years ago.

Once complete, the inventory 
will lead to a comprehensive 
forestry management plan and 

put Kalamazoo on the path to a 
regular tree maintenance cycle. 
The detailed information from 
the inventory will help budget 
and plan for the care our city’s 
forest needs through programs 
to remove hazardous trees and 
limbs, plant new street trees, 
and prune trees (like the block 
pruning project in Milwood this 
year). 

Growing the Canopy 
2021 will mark the third year 
of Kalamazoo’s tree planting 
program. More than 100 trees 
were planted in neighborhoods 
last year and that number 
will increase to 300 in 2021. 
Locations were chosen based on 
resident requests and areas that 
need more canopy coverage. A 
variety of species will be planted 
to make sure each tree can thrive 
and not create conflicts with 
nearby infrastructure.

“We’re planting the right trees 
in the right places,” explained 
LaBelle, “so we’re planting 
smaller trees in areas near 
overhead wires or underground 
pipes and larger trees where 

there’s more 
open space.” ��������������������
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Clear an area large enough to hold 
snow coming off the snow plow so you 
won’t need to shovel a second time.

A surveyor assesses a street tree 
as part of the city-wide tree inventory.

Four new street trees planted in 2020 line 
Vanzee Street in the Edison neighborhood.

!
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LEAF COLLECTION 
STARTS MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1
The City of Kalamazoo’s leaf 
collection program will begin 
Monday, November 1 and 
continue through December 10. 
Each household will have two 
scheduled pickups, one near the 
beginning of the program and one 
near the end. 

Place leaves out for collection 
by 7 a.m. on the Monday 
designated for your area. 

Please avoid placing leaves 
near mailboxes, utility poles, 
landscaped areas, or near/
covering storm sewer drains. 

Leaf collection is dependent on 
the weather, and the schedule 
may vary depending on snow or 
when leaves fall. The program is 
scheduled to best balance these 
factors, but in seasons with early 
snowfall it is not always possible 
to complete the second pickup 
in all areas. If this happens, 
residents can store leaves to be 
collected in the April Spring Clean 
Up. Leaves can also be taken to 
private drop off sites (which may 
charge a fee). 

ACCEPTED:
Any volume of leaves, sticks 
smaller than 4’ long and 2” in 
diameter, grass clippings, and 
organic debris

Leaves can be piled in the 
curb lawn area or at the 
street

Leaves do not need to be 
bagged or boxed

Please note there will be no 
pickups on Thursday, November 
11, Thursday, November 25, or 
Friday, November 26.

Missed Collections 
If your collection was missed, 
please call 311 to report it. You 
can also report missed collections 
at kalamazoocity.org/report 
or using the Recycle Coach app. 

Please do not report missed 
collections until the crews have 
made a complete sweep in your 
area. This best utilizes their time 
and helps make collection most 
efficient.

HYDRANT FLUSHING STARTS SEPT 19
The City of Kalamazoo works 
24/7/365 to operate and maintain 
our public water system. As part 
of this regular maintenance, the 
system is flushed twice per year 
through water hydrants. Fall 
hydrant flushing will take place 
September 19 to 28. 

Over time, naturally-occurring 
sediments can build up in pipes 
and narrow the path that allows 
water to flow. Flushing stirs up 
these deposits and forces them 
out of the system. This improves 
water flow and helps the system 
better meet our community’s 
needs.

Flushing does not affect the 
safety of the water system.

Most flushing will take place at 
night between 10 p.m. and 6 
a.m. When necessary, daytime 
flushing will occur between 7 
a.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Water may appear cloudy or 
discolored immediately after 
flushing. If this occurs, please run 
cold water in a bath tub or utility 
sink until it becomes clear again. 
Avoid doing laundry immediately 
after flushing as some fabrics 
could become discolored.

If you have scheduled 
construction or any questions 
related to hydrant flushing, 
please call 311 or (269) 337-
8000.

BRUSH COLLECTION 
ENDS IN OCTOBER
Monthly brush collection will 
stop for the season after the 
October collection. Brush 
collection occurs May through 
October on the same day of 
the month scheduled for bulk 
trash (see page 9). The same 
time frames and guidelines also 
apply. 

Program details are available at 
kalamazoocity.org/brush.

HOLIDAY TREE  
DROP-OFF
When the time comes, City 
residents can drop off real 
holiday trees at the parking 
lot at 322 Stockbridge Avenue 
through January 31. Trees are 
collected, chipped, and the wood 
chips are available to residents 
for landscaping during the 
spring and summer seasons. 
When dropping off your tree, 
make sure you remove all of the 
decorations!

Please note this is a new 
location this year due to the 
Farmers’ Market project.
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HYDRANT FLUSHING SCHEDULE 
A map of the full water system will be available 
at kalamazoocity.org before flushing begins.

LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE 
Place leaves out for collection before the dates below:

!
Help prevent flooding and protect 
our infrastructure by keeping 
leaves away from storm drains. If 
you see a blocked drain near your 
home, lend a hand and clear it! 

Every spring and fall, the water system is flushed through hydrants to 
remove accumulated minerals and make sure components are working 
properly. Most flushing occurs overnight.

SECTION 
1, 4, 7
2, 5, 8
3, 6 ,9

1st PICKUP 
Nov 1
Nov 8

Nov 15

2nd PICKUP
Nov 22
Nov 29
Dec 6

!

!
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EPS FOAM 
RECYCLING 
AVAILABLE 
Thanks to a pilot program 
organized by the Environmental 
Concerns Committee, Kalamazoo 
residents can recycle Expanded 
Polystyrene (EPS) foam in the city! 
Residents can drop off any amount 
of EPS foam labeled with the 6 
symbol during program days:  

Mayors’ Riverfront Park 
251 Mills Street
Saturday, October 30 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Saturday, January 29 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

ACCEPTED:
Foam labeled with a 6 symbol 
only

Food containers must be 
rinsed, wiped, or cleaned

NOT ACCEPTED:
Styrofoam & sheeted 
insulation

Straws or lids

Packing peanuts

The City of Kalamazoo offers 
curbside residential recycling 
to all residents in the city. The 
single-stream program provides 
each household a 96-gallon 
recycling cart for bi-weekly 
collection. This program is funded 
by the solid waste millage and 
there is no additional cost to 
residents who participate.

Collection Day  
You can place your bin at the 
curb the evening before your 
scheduled pickup, but it must be 
out by 6 a.m. on your collection 
day. Please remove your cart 
before 11 p.m. the day of your 
collection.

Missed Collections 
If your collection was missed, 
please call 311 to report it within 
48 hours. You can also report 
missed collections using the 
Recycle Coach app or online at 
kalamazoocity.org/report. 

No Cart? No Problem!  
Simply call 311 or (269) 337-
8000 to arrange for a cart to 
be delivered to you. You can 
also request a cart using the 
Recycle Coach app or online at 
kalamazoocity.org/report. 
Once your cart is delivered, just 
place it out for your scheduled 
collection! 

Multi-Unit Properties  
Residential properties with five 
or more units can recycle too. 
A variety of container sizes 
and collection schedules are 
available to meet resident needs. 
Multi-unit recycling collects the 
same materials as the curbside 
program and offers 24-hour 
access to residents. If you’re 
not already recycling, ask your 
property manager to start today!

Recycle Coach 
The Recycle Coach app for mobile 
devices is a great resource 
for Kalamazoo recyclers. This 
free app reminds you on your 
collection days, shares public 
service announcements, and can 
confirm what can be recycled. 
Just search for Recycle Coach in 
your device’s app store. 

RECYCLING

RECYCLING 
DROP-OFF
City residents can also drop-off 
recyclable materials to Republic 
Services. If you have questions 
about recycling drop-off, please 
call Republic Services directly at 
(269) 373-4070.

Republic Services 
3432 Gembrit Circle
Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 
8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Empty, Clean, and Dry 
No matter what you are recycling, 
always make sure that materials 
are empty, clean, and dry. 
Items tossed into your recycling 
that have food residue or still 
contain liquids can cause an 
entire load of recyclables to be 
sent to a landfill. 

Labels and Lids 
When recycling metal, glass, 
or plastic containers, its O.K. 
to leave the labels on. You can 

also recycle these items with or 
without the lids. 

Other Recyclables 
Just because something isn’t 
accepted curbside doesn’t mean 
it can’t be recycled. For example, 
grocery bags can be returned to 
many retailers, and the Hazardous 
Household Waste Center recycles 
electronics, batteries, chemicals, 
and a lot more (see page 8).
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RECYCLING SCHEDULE 
See corresponding calendar on inside 
flap for A and B weeks

METAL 
ACCEPTED:

Tin, steel, and 
aluminum cans and lids

Clean aluminum foil

NOT ACCEPTED:
Wire hangers

Scrap metal, screws, and nails

Needles and  
syringes

PLASTIC 
ACCEPTED:

Drink bottles (pop, water, etc.)

Food and household bottles/
jars (ketchup, laundry, 
detergent, shampoo, etc.)

Tubs and lids (yogurt, 
margarine, etc.)

Plastics labeled #1 - #7

NOT ACCEPTED: 
Plastic grocery bags

PAPER & CARDBOARD 
ACCEPTED:

Magazines, newspapers, and 
envelopes without plastic 
windows

Wrapping paper without  
glitter or foil

Paper with staples or clips

Non-refrigerated paperboard 
or boxboard (tissue boxes, 
cereal boxes, etc.)

NOT ACCEPTED:
Refrigerated paperboard (drink 
cartons, freezer  
boxes etc.)

Used paper towels,  
tissues, or napkins

Cash register receipts

GLASS 

ACCEPTED:
Glass food jars (pasta sauce, 
pickles, etc.)

NOT ACCEPTED:
Glass used for cooking  
(like Pyrex)

Light bulbs

Pizza boxes can only be recycled if they are clean! 

!

Volunteers collect EPS foam for recycling. Trailer mural 
by Patrick Hershberger (he/him) @gobonussaves
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QUARTERLY BULK  
TRASH COLLECTION
City residents can take advantage 
of four free pick-ups for bulky 
trash items that are too large 
be collected with your regular 
household trash. Bulk trash 
pick-ups occur in March, June, 
September, and December.

You can place items at the curb 
starting at 7 a.m. the day before 
your scheduled pickup. Make sure 
your items are out no later than 
6 a.m. on your collection day. 
If your items are not collected 
for any reason, they must be 
removed from the curb within two 
days following the completed pick-
up in your area. 

Items placed out too early or 
left out after the times allowed 
for bulk trash or brush will be 
considered a nuisance and may 

result in enforcement action 
without notice. 

Missed Collections 
If your collection was missed, 
please call 311 to report it within 
48 hours. You can also report 
missed collections using the 
Recycle Coach app or online at 
kalamazoocity.org/report. 

Consider Donating 
If you have unwanted items that 
are in good condition and can be 
reused, consider donating them to 
a charitable organization or listing 
them on a marketplace for free 
pickup. Your unwanted item might 
be just what someone else needs. 
This can help our neighbors and 
keep material from going to 
landfills.

ACCEPTED:
Mattresses, old unusable 
furniture, large household 
items

Items in open boxes or clear 
bags where contents can be 
easily identified

Up to 7.5 cubic yards of 
material per collection

NOT ACCEPTED:
Items in black or opaque 
garbage bags or containers 

Loose piles of junk

Material that exceeds 7.5  
cubic yards

Household trash

Yard waste or organic material

Tires or large auto parts

Rocks, sand, glass, concrete, 
or construction/renovation 
materials

Paint cans or containers 
of liquid

Disposing of Paint 
Cans of paint are not accepted 
through the City of Kalamazoo’s 
bulk trash program. 

Oil-based paints can be taken 
to the HHW. Stains, varnishes  
paint thinner, mineral spirits, 
and turpentine can as well (see 
page 8).

Latex paint should be dried out 
using cat litter and placed 
in your regular trash 
with the lid off. 
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FREE BULK TRASH 
DROP OFF DAYS
In addition to curbside 
service, City residents can 
take advantage of free bulk 
trash drop-off days at Republic 
Services. This service is funded 
by the solid waste millage 
and is only available to city 
residents (proof of residency 
will be required). 

Residents may drop off the 
same materials that are 
accepted through the curbside 
bulk trash program.

Republic Services 
3432 Gembrit Circle
Wednesday, November 3 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 6 
8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

‘TIRE BLITZ’ PILOT PROGRAM WILL OFFER 
FREE TIRE RECYCLING IN KALAMAZOO

A new pilot program this fall 
will help city residents get rid of 
unwanted tires at no cost. 

During the Tire Blitz, residents 
can drop off tires at 322 E 
Stockbridge Avenue where they 
will be collected by City staff for 
recycling. 

Tires should be removed from 
the rim first.

Parking Lot at  
322 E Stockbridge Ave
Thursday, September 30 
3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday, October 1 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Saturday, October 2 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

The tires will be recycled into 
products like rubber mulch, 
crumb rubber, and tire derived 
aggregate, which is used in 

roads, driveways, trails, and a 
variety of other ways. 

Tires are not accepted through 
the bulk trash program and 
are often dumped in the city or 
left at the street. These tires 
are unsightly and can become 
breeding grounds for mosquitoes. 
The Tire Blitz hopes to provide a 
free, easy, and sustainable option 
to dispose of tires and address 
these issues in our community. 
If the program is successful, it 
could become an annual service.

This pilot program is possible 
thanks to funding provided by 
the Foundation for Excellence. 

The Tire Blitz is available to City 
of Kalamazoo residents only 
and proof of residency will be 
required (utility bill, state/county 
ID, driver’s license, local student 
ID, etc.). Residents that are not 
physically able to bring unwanted 
tires may call 311 for help.

DISPOSING OF HAZARDOUS ITEMS
Special care is needed when 
disposing of hazardous materials 
like oil, cleaners, or chemicals. 
If not disposed of properly, 
these chemicals can impact our 
groundwater or end up in streams 
and rivers. The Kalamazoo 
County Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) Center can properly 
dispose of hazardous materials for 
City residents for free. The HHW 
Center accepts a wide variety of 
materials including adhesives, 
automotive fluids, batteries, oil, 

light bulbs, mercury, cleaners, 
electronics, and an assortment of 
other chemicals. 

HHW Center 
1301 Lamont Avenue

The HHW Center is located 
next to the Kalamazoo County 
Fairgrounds and Expo Center. 
You can find hours, what is 
accepted, and more information 
at kalcounty.com/hhw or by 
calling (269) 373-5211.

Free Pesticide Disposal 
The HHW Center is also a program 
site for the State’s Clean Sweep 
program. It accepts any amount 
of pesticide products free of 
charge. Contact the HHW Center 
for details.

Disposing of Medications 
Proper disposal of medication 
helps prevent abuse and 
addiction. Free disposal is 
available at Red Med boxes at 
police stations in Kalamazoo 
County. Find locations & hours at 
redmedboxes.com. 

BULK TRASH, BRUSH, & SPRING 
CLEAN-UP SCHEDULE

!

NEW!
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WORKING TOGETHER TO 
PROTECT OUR WATERWAYS 
Rivers, lakes, and streams 
don’t follow city limits, so 
protecting them can’t just be 
the responsibility of one group 
or community. That’s why 
the City of Kalamazoo works 
with other communities in 
southwest Michigan as part of the 
Kalamazoo Stormwater Working 
Group (KSWG). 

The KSWG includes communities 
that have interconnected 
“Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
Systems” (or MS4s). This means 
that stormwater and wastewater 
are collected through separate 
systems. Wastewater is collected 
for treatment and stormwater is 
sent to waterways. 

These separate systems protect 
Kalamazoo’s wastewater 
treatment plant during heavy 
rainfall, but this system also 
means its really important to 
keep pollution from entering the 
stormwater system. 

Rain falls and snow melts across 
hard and impervious surfaces 

that do not allow water to soak 
into the ground. Stormwater 
runoff carries salts, grass 
clippings, sediment, fertilizer, 
oils, pet waste, and other 
material left on driveways and 
sidewalks into the catch basins, 
and they eventually drain to our 
natural water bodies.

The KSWG focuses on outreach 
and education to let community 
members know how important it 
is to prevent this and how they 
can help. By working together, 
we can protect against harmful 
discharges to the Kalamazoo 
River and its tributaries. This 
in turn improves the quality of 
the local water bodies that we 
all enjoy for their beauty and 
recreation, and supports habitats 
and wildlife. 

Join us and be a good steward of 
our natural water resources by 
preventing harmful discharges. 
Learn more at  
protectyourwater.net/kswg.

KEEP OUR NEIGHBORHOODS 
CLEAN AND WELCOMING
Every resident in the city can 
help keep our neighborhoods 
clean, safe, and inviting. By 
maintaining your property and 
following ordinances you can help 
build a sense of pride in your 
neighborhood (and avoid fines or 
enforcement). Your neighbors will 
appreciate it and City staff can 
focus on other programs.

Report code violations by 
calling 311, 337-8000 or at  
kalamazoocity.org/report.

Curb Lawn Nuisances  
Furniture, trash, brush, or other 
unsightly material placed in 
the curb lawn (at the street) 
outside of time frames allowed 
for collection is considered a 
public nuisance. The City may 
take steps to correct this violation 
without notice and bill the 
property owner to recover the 
costs. 

Porch Violations 
Open porches or decks may 
not be used as storage areas 
and furniture made for interior 
use may not be used or stored 
outside or on a porch. Properties 
in violation incur a $77 fine and 
may incur additional costs if not 
corrected. 

Tall Grass & Weeds 
Weeds and grasses that are taller 
than eight inches and noxious 
weeds of any height (poison ivy, 
poison oak, etc.) are considered 
a public nuisance. Fines start 
at $127 and increase with each 

repeat violation (to discourage 
property owners from relying 
on the city to maintain their 
properties). If the violation is not 
addressed, the City will arrange 
for the property to be mowed at 
the owner’s expense. 

Trash on Private Property 
Litter, trash, junk, and debris 
are considered a nuisance and 
may result in a violation and $77 
fine to the property owner. They 
will have ten days to clean their 
property before the City arranges 
for the violation to be addressed 
at the owner’s expense. 

Garbage Containers 
Garbage containers must be 
stored no closer to the street 
than the front of the house. The 
lid or cover must be kept closed 
to ensure a tight seal on the 
container. 

Garbage containers may be 
placed for collection starting 
at 8 p.m. the day before the 
scheduled collection. The 
container must be removed from 
the public right-of-way by 11 
p.m. on the collection day. 

Garbage containers placed out 
too early, left out too late, or 
stored improperly may result 
in corrective action, with the 
property owner charged for the 
associated costs. 

You can search the City’s full 
Code of Ordinances online at 
kalamazoocity.org.

WELCOME BACK 
STUDENTS! 
The students that chose to live 
and study in Kalamazoo are a 
huge part of what makes our 
community unique. If you are 
new to Kalamazoo, make sure you 
know local ordinances so you can 
be a good neighbor and have a 
great experience as a member of 
the community! 

ON-STREET PARKING 
City ordinance prohibits on-street 
parking between the hours of 2 
a.m. and 6 a.m. unless specifically 
signed otherwise. If there isn’t a 
sign that says you can, don’t park 
your car on the street overnight! 

ARE YOU RENTING? 
Did you know all rentals in the 
City of Kalamazoo must be 
registered and certified? This 
makes sure they are safe and in 
compliance with all city codes. 
You can check if the property 
where you live is registered at 
kalamazoocity.org/rental. If 
you find it isn’t registered, please 
notify the City by calling 311 or 
(269) 337-8000, or by emailing  
rental@kalamazoocity.org.

COVID-19 RENTAL 
ASSISTANCE 
If you are struggling to pay rent 
or utilities due to COVID-19, 
the COVID Emergency Rental 
Assistance program may be 
able to help. Contact Housing 
Resources Inc. at (269) 382-0287 
or visit housingresourcesinc.org 
for more information. 

BE THE SOLUTION 
TO STORMWATER 
POLLUTION
There are many simple things 
you can do to help prevent 
stormwater pollution: 

Pick up after your pet

Toss litter in a trash or 
recycling bin

Minimize the use of pesticides 
and fertilizers

Compost or bag grass 
clippings and leaf litter

Wash your car on your lawn

Check your car for leaks

Maintain septic systems

Dechlorinate pool water and 
discharge it over grass

A few small steps can make a 
big difference! 

Kalamazoo’s Stormwater 
Management Plan 
The City of Kalamazoo’s 
National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) Permit of 2019 is 
available for public review and 
comment. The City’s Stormwater 
Management Plan and a 
summary table can be found at 
protectyourwater.net/storm-
water-management.

Storm water is collected through drains 
and catch basins and eventually reaches 
streams, rivers, and lakes. Help prevent 
illicit discharge and protect our waterways! 
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SAVE THIS NEWSLETTER: IMPORTANT WASTE & RECYCLING INFORMATION ENCLOSED!

The City of Kalamazoo 
Public Services Department 
415 Stockbridge Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001

Great things are happening all 
over the City of Kalamazoo. Stay 
connected by following  
@kalamazoocity on social media 
or visiting kalamazoocity.org. 

2020 Cork Street Project 
Honored by ASCE 
The City of Kalamazoo was 
awarded the Outstanding Civil 
Engineering Achievement Award 
by the Southwest Michigan 
Branch of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE) for work 
completed on Cork Street last 
year. 

The Cork Street project was a 
coordinated infrastructure project 
between Portage and Milcork 
streets. It included upgrades to 
critical water infrastructure and 
reconstruction of the culvert at 
Davis Creek, in addition to many 

surface improvements. The Cork 
Street project is a great example 
of Kalamazoo’s coordinated 
approach to infrastructure 
investment. A similar project is 
currently underway on Portage 
Street.

Biodiesel Pilot Looks to 
Reduce Carbon Emissions 
In early August, Mayor David 
Anderson pumped the first gallon 
of biodiesel from Kalamazoo’s 
Stockbridge Facility, kicking off a 
pilot program to reduce carbon 
emissions from city-owned 
vehicles. The biodiesel will be 
tested over the next year and 
if successful, the City hopes to 
expand use of the fuel to the 
entire fleet of diesel vehicles and 
equipment, which would reduce 
carbon emissions by more than 
20 tons every year!

Free Program Can Help 
Reduce Utility Costs 
Kalamazoo water and sewer 
customers can benefit from a 
free program to help reduce 
their bills and make their homes 
more energy efficient. Through 
a partnership with Consumers 
Energy, utility customers can 
receive a free energy audit to 
reduce waste and save money. 
You may receive up to $50 
of water and energy saving 
products for free. Schedule a 
Home Energy Analysis for free 
by calling Consumers Energy 
at (888) 316-8014 or online at 
consumershomeenergy.com and 
using code Kzoo21.

FALL / WINTER 2021 

PUBLIC SERVICES NEWS

We Welcome Your Feedback! 
We are always striving to keep our 
community informed and welcome 
your feedback on View from the 
Curb or residential services. Call 311 
or email hello@kalamazoocity.org 
to share your comments.



January

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

May

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

August

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

November

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

April

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

July

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

October

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

June

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

    September       

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

December

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

February

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28

March

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

30 31

31

30 31

2022 Weekly Recycling Schedule 
The City of Kalamazoo’s A & B week schedule for curbside recycling 

with other curbside programs noted.

MY BULK TRASH, BRUSH, AND SPRING CLEAN-UP DAY IS:

MY RECYCLING DAY IS:

Spring Clean-Up 
Brush Collection
Bulk Trash Collection

Program maps can be found in the View from the Curb booklet or on 
each program’s page at kalamazoocity.org.

RECYCLING COLLECTION KEY: OTHER CURBSIDE  
COLLECTIONS:Gold highlighted weeks are A WEEK

Blue highlighted weeks are B WEEK

Red highlighted days are Holidays
If your weekly pickup is scheduled on or after a 
holiday, your service will be provided one day later.

See program maps for your 
collection day



Is there anything we 
can help you with?
Simply call 311 or (269) 337-8000 for information or 
help with any non-emergency city services. City staff 
are available to help Monday through Friday from 8 
a.m. - 5 p.m.

• Non-emergency City services: 311 or (269) 337-8000

• Water & Sewer 24/7 emergency: (269) 337-8148

• Public Safety (non-emergency): (269) 488-8911

• Always call 911 in an emergency

Other Helpful Numbers
Streetlights
Report issues related to streetlights to Consumers 
Energy by calling (800) 477-5050 or visiting them 
online at streetlights.consumersenergy.com

Private Yard Waste Pick-up
Several local waste haulers offer yard waste 
collection for a fee:

• Republic Services - (269) 373-4070

• Best Way Disposal - (269) 388-3300

• Waste Management - (888) 341-3910

Private Yard Waste Drop-off
The following companies accept yard waste for a fee:

• Best Way Transfer Station, 2606 Miller Rd 
(269) 388-3300

• Kalamazoo Landscape Supply, 5111 S 9th St 
(269) 375-8000

• Mulder’s Landscape Supplies, 3333 Ravine Rd 
(269) 345-6900

Household Hazardous Waste Center
Kalamazoo County’s Household Hazardous Waste 
Center accepts chemicals and other hazardous 
materials for proper disposal at no charge to 
Kalamazoo residents.

1301 Lamont Ave 
(269) 373-5211  
www.kalcounty.com/hhw
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